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Opposite: Melissa wore a simple 
yet elegant A-line gown with 
beaded embroidery accents and 
a complementary front and back 
V-neckline from Vatana Watters’ 
Wtoo line. She found the gown at To 
Have and To Hold Bridal Boutique in 
Traverse City. This page, clockwise: 
The afternoon ceremony was held at 
St. Mary’s Church in Lake Leelanau. 
The couple went to Blustone Vineyards, 
Fishtown, and South Beach for pictures. 
Christina Pfeufer, of Field of Flowers 
Farm in Lake Leelanau, used dahlias, 
pincushion flowers, astilbe, papery 
ranunculus, amaranths, button buds, 
cabbage roses, seasonal fronds, and 
brunia berries for the bridal bouquet. 
Melissa’s Betsey Johnson shoes were 
from Macy’s.

MELISSA VENUTO
DEREK ROTHHAAR

SEPTEMBER 26, 2015

When Melissa Venuto was 15 years 
old, she spent her summer as a hostess 
at Leland Lodge—an experience she 
recalls fondly. Years later, she returned 
as a beautiful bride with her fia cé, Derek 
Rothhaar. “My parents have a cottage in 
Leland, so I have been going there ever 
since I can remember,” Melissa says. “I 
love Northern Michigan. It is a second 
home to me.” 

After her parents bought the cottage 
in 2000, Melissa spent her summers in 
Leland, dividing her time between the 
sandy beaches of Lake Michigan and 
working at local businesses, including The 
Leland Lodge. “Once my siblings and I 
got older, we really enjoyed the town and 
how quaint it is,” Melissa says. 

Forward 12 years and 1,200 miles away 
to Houston, Texas, where Melissa fell in 
love. She met Derek, who also grew up in 
Michigan, on Halloween weekend. They 
had both left their home state for work 
but ended up findi g each other. “I knew 
early on that Derek was different, that he 
was someone who would take care of 
me in good times and in bad,” Melissa 
says. After dating for two years, Derek 
proposed on November 23, 2014. It didn’t 
take long for the couple to decide they 
wanted the backdrop for their wedding to 
be the picturesque Lake Michigan coastal 
town of Leland. The venue, of course, 
would be The Leland Lodge where Melissa 
had worked as a teenager.

For the destination wedding, the 
wedding party and guests rented out 
the rooms at Leland Lodge and several 
cottages. “We took over the entire 
town,” Melissa says with a smile.

The wedding ceremony, held on 
Saturday, September 26, at St. Mary’s, a 
quaint country church in nearby Lake 
Leelanau, was presided over by Father 
Michael Janowski. The cocktail hour 
and reception followed at the recently 

renovated Lodge, which provided the 
casual but classic atmosphere Melissa 
was looking for. “I wanted my wedding 
reception to be shabby chic,” she says. 

The cocktail hour was held in the 
lodge’s fine dining restaurant, The 
Wine Cellar, which also catered the 
dinner. Tables were set up inside two 
of the lodge’s banquet rooms and also 
outside in the tented courtyard. The 
Leland Lodge has become known for 
its food—as witnessed in the elegant 
dinner which began with extensive 
appetizers including smoked salmon 
and whitefish dips with crostini, a 
local artisan cheese platter, bruschetta, 
bacon-wrapped dates, sausage puff 
pastries, spanakopita, and caprese 
sticks. Dinner continued with rosemary 
roasted redskin potatoes, Leland 
Lodge’s signature salad, sautéed green 
beans with vinaigrette and olive oil, 
and filet mignon with béarnaise sauce.

Guests spent the evening on the 
dance floor with a local band—the John 
Driscoll Ensemble made up by John 
Driscoll, Dan Reckard, Joe Dart, and 
James Cornelison. Later, guests gathered 
around a bonfi e and were treated to 
s’mores and pizzas from the lodge.

But the party wasn’t over yet. 
The next morning, guests enjoyed 
brunch catered by Sisson’s Main Street 
Specialties at the Old Art Building 
in Leland. On that warm September 
weekend, the couple and their guests 
enjoyed the irresistible charm of The 
Leland Lodge and the natural beauty 
of the Leelanau Peninsula. 
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This page, clockwise: Barnwood boxes filled with dahlias, snapdragons, amaranths, roses, 
wildflowers, greens and berries from Field of Flowers Farm adorned the tables, which were 
set with gold plate chargers and white napkins tied with gold and burlap twine. “Derek’s 
Mule” was an Irish Mule made with ginger beer, Jameson, lime, and mint. The “Blushing 
Bride” was a mix of vodka, cranberry juice, club soda, and lime. There were four cakes for 
dessert. Sisson’s Main Street Specialties in Leland made lemon, carrot, and chocolate cakes. 
Smith’s One-of-a-Kind Edible Art in Traverse City made a white almond raspberry cake. 

This page, clockwise: The Leland Lodge has a 
spacious banquet room, two food venues, and a 
landscaped courtyard that can be used open-air 
or tented for receptions and/or cocktails. Fresh 
bruschetta was one of many appetizers offered 
by the lodge’s fine dining venue, The Wine Cellar. 
DesignByKara made Melissa’s drop earrings. 
Tracey Converse and Bethany Smith at Salon 
804 in Traverse City did her hair and makeup. 
The couple danced to John Legend’s “You and I.” 
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Event Planning Manager
Katelyn VanVreede

Reception Capacity
200

Accomodations
18 rooms, 3 cottages

Venue Spaces
4

LELAND LODGE 
565 Pearl St.

Leland , MI 49654

231-256-9848

lelandlodge.com

THE LELAND LODGE

Exceptional Events
Whether your plans are casual or a little more formal, The Leland 

Lodge offers the perfect venue to create unforgettable memories! 

With our spacious banquet room and exceptional staff, we make 

any meeting, cocktail party, or reception full of lasting memories. 

Accommodating up to 200+ people, our banquet venue offers space 

for black tie affairs to casual BBQ’s. Our exquisitely landscaped  

courtyard is a great setting for a reception, cocktail hour, or ceremony.

The Leland Lodge is the number one wedding venue on 
the peninsula boasting an unsurpassed setting and amazing 
food fare. With two on site restaurants: Bogey’s 19th hole, 
an upscale casual venue and The Wine Cellar, upscale fine 
dining. Our culinary team can produce diverse selections of 
food to meet your every desire.

Nestled on the beautiful Leelanau peninsula, The  
Leland Lodge offers an uncompromising standard of  
hospitality. Upon your arrival you will find an irresistible 
bled of Northern Michigan lodge and the tranquility of a 
small historical town.
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Offering a more upscale concept, 
“The Wine Cellar” has the only private 
tasting room on the Leelanau Peninsula

Bogey’s is the Peninsula’s formost casual dining establishment 
situated on the 8th Hole of the Leland Country club. It 

offers many food fare options, a full complement of refreshing 
beverages and amazing alfresco dining options.

Whether your wedding dreams are 
formal or a little more casual, the 

Leland Lodge offers the perfect venue 
to begin your life together.

Make Your Wedding

Uniquely Leland




